METAMORPHOSES
mental motive. The most important factor was
our conviction that, no matter which side was
victorious, we should, as neutrals, find ourselves
at the close of the war faced by a coalition.
Germany as victor would never have forgiven
us for our neutrality; and, had we stood aside,
at Paris the Entente would have treated us even
more contemptuously than she treated the Central
Powers. We had to reckon with the possibility
that it would be necessary to take up arms against
a combination of States, war-weary though they
might be. My third motive was a personal one.
I wanted to bring about the rebirth of Italy, and
I have fulfilled my end."
"But it was your own Party," I objected,
"which had annulled or at any rate weakened
the nationalist spirit of Italy! Well, you left the
Party, and declared yourself free. Did that mean
free from dogma, or free from party?"
"Free from party," he replied. "But even as
an ex-socialist I cannot accept your statement of
the case. However it may have been in other
lands, here in Italy socialism was a unifying
factor. All Italian historians have recognised this.
The socialists of Italy were advocates of one idea
and of one nation. From 1892, when they cut
adrift from the anarchists at the Congress of
Genoa, down till 1911, they battled on behalf
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